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GOVERNOR DESANTIS ANNOUNCES EVERGLADES

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR  FY 22-23 

>> CLICK HERE TO READ the Everglades Foundation's statement << 

https://evergladesfoundation-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_mrCh4HZaRDyBTalapt3GMQ
https://www.evergladesfoundation.org/post/state-budget-recommendation-official-statement
https://www.evergladesfoundation.org/post/state-budget-recommendation-official-statement


“Following a nearly three-year long process of planning, modeling, meetings

and discussion of various alternatives, the Corps has arrived at a final proposal

for managing Lake Okeechobee – one that achieves the balance that both

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis and the South Florida Water Management

District sought at the outset of this process. 

“This is the first time since 2008 that water managers are changing their

approach in managing Lake Okeechobee’s water, and it is a major

improvement from the status quo for the overwhelming majority of

Floridians. This plan will significantly reduce harmful discharges to our east

and west coasts and increase water flow south to the Everglades and Florida

Bay, particularly in the dry season. 

“Thanks to our leaders – Governor DeSantis, the Corps, and the SFWMD – we

will soon be ushering in a new phase of lake management, and all those who

worked hard throughout this process to achieve a more balanced approach to

managing the lake are to be commended." 

>> CLICK HERE TO READ MORE<< 

LOSOM ANNOUNCEMENT 
STATEMENT FROM ERIC EIKENBERG, CEO
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https://www.evergladesfoundation.org/post/losom-official-statement
https://www.evergladesfoundation.org/post/losom-official-statement


NEw Blog!
10 THINGS YOU DIDN’T

KNOW ABOUT FLORIDA

MANATEES – AND WHERE

TO SEE THEM

C-44 RESERVOIR

RIBBON CUTTING

>> CLICK HERE TO READ MORE<< 
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>> CLICK Here to read our statement<< 

https://evergladesfoundation-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_sOf3y7eFT-K3EqHGRKQ-SQ
https://www.evergladesfoundation.org/post/10-things-you-didn-t-know-about-florida-manatees-and-where-to-see-them
https://www.evergladesfoundation.org/post/10-things-you-didn-t-know-about-florida-manatees-and-where-to-see-them
https://www.evergladesfoundation.org/post/c-44-reservoir-completion
https://www.evergladesfoundation.org/post/c-44-reservoir-completion


The annual “global generosity

movement” known as Giving Tuesday

is November 30. Please support The

Everglades Foundation with a gift of

any amount to benefit Everglades

restoration. It’s all about water – for

our environment, for our economy,

and for us all. #SaveWhatsYours 

GIVE NOW

EVERGLADES HANDBAG COLLECTION

SUPPORTS ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION

HALF OF PROCEEDS WILL SUPPORT THE
EVERGLADES FOUNDATION

>> CLICK HERE TO READ MORE<< 
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Click here to purchase your handbag today!

https://www.evergladesfoundation.org/give-now
https://www.evergladesfoundation.org/give-now
https://www.evergladesfoundation.org/post/handbags
https://www.evergladesfoundation.org/post/handbags
https://shop.kentstetson.com/collections/kent-stetson-x-the-everglades-foundation


CONDITIONS REPORT
The 2021 wet season has come to an end. October was drier than average with

a district-wide rainfall deficit of one inch compared to the long-term average.

A La Niña climate pattern is predicted in South Florida this year, which

generally correlates with a drier than normal dry season with increased

tropical activities in the summer. As of November 10, Lake Okeechobee water

levels were 16 feet above sea level, which is approximately one foot higher

than the average for this time of the year. The lake level is currently 0.37 feet

above the ecological envelope, a seasonally variable range deemed beneficial

for plant and animal communities. Recent satellite imagery (November 8,

2021) indicated a relatively small and modest cyanobacteria bloom along the

southwestern and northwestern shores of the lake compared to last year’s

larger and more intense bloom in November.

There is no flow south from Lake Okeechobee, while flows of 70 cubic feet per

second are occurring to the west. Despite the drier than average October

rainfall across the district, the Everglades Agricultural Area basin received 170%

of its normal rainfall in October, generating a significant volume of runoff

from the Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA). Over the past week, a total of

23,500 acre-feet (7.7 billion gallons) of treated stormwater was sent to the

Everglades from the EAA. Consequently, the Stormwater Treatment Areas

(STAs) are being overloaded with agricultural runoff and most STA cells are

above their capacity. 

Source: South

Florida Water

Management

District
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Water depths in most areas of Water Conservation Area (WCA) 1 remain above

the 90th percentile. Currently, WCA1’s water levels are close to their record

level since 1979. WCA1 is receiving most of its water from agricultural runoff

through the STAs. Water managers are closing the S-10s gates (i.e., the gates

that release water from WCA1 to WCA2A) to avoid further stressing WCA2A,

which has already been experiencing above-average water depths. Due to

these high, late wet season water levels, 45% of tree islands are currently

flooded in Everglades National Park, and Water Conservation Areas 3A and

3B. The average for this time of year is 47%.

There are sustained flows greater than 1,000 cubic feet per second under the

Tamiami Trail Bridges. This new infrastructure, along with operational

changes (i.e., the Combined Operational Plan), helped reduce the excessive

high-water conditions in the southern end of WCA3A and increase flows into

northeast Shark River Slough of Everglades National Park. 

Rainfall in the first week of November helped decrease overall salinity levels

in Florida Bay. Levels dropped in the nearshore and western areas, while the

central Bay remains above its historical average for this time of year. 

While the Everglade snail

kite nesting has mainly

ended in Florida,

preliminary estimates

reveal a good breeding

season for this

endangered species. The

overall number of nests

(>550) was the third

highest over the last 10

years. 

The majority of nesting occurred in the STAs (278 nests), followed by Lake

Okeechobee (151 nests). Only a small number of nests were counted in the

Everglades Protection Area, which includes Everglades National Park and the

WCAs.
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